THREE INSTRUMENTS OF EDUCATION                                                                                                                                                      IQO

a receptacle, inscribing a tablet, moulding plastic matter,
or nourishing a life, but as a child grows we shall perceive
that only those ideas which have fed his life are taken
into his being , all the rest is cast away or is, like saw-
dust in the system, an impediment and an injury

Education is a life That life is sustained on ideas
Ideas are of spiritual origin, and God has made us so
that we get them chiefly as we convey them to one
another, whether by word of mouth, written page,
Scripture word, musical symphony, but we must sustain
a child's inner life with ideas as we sustain his body with
food Probably he will reject nine-tenths of the ideas
we offer, as he makes use of only a small proportion of
his bodily food, rejecting the rest He is an eclectic,
he may choose this or that, our business is to supply him
with due abundance and variety and his to take what
he needs Urgency on our part annoys him He resists
forcible feeding and loathes predigested food What
suits him best is pabulum presented in the indirect literary
form which Our I/ard adopts in those wonderful parables
whose quality is that they cannot be forgotten though,
while every detail of the story is remembered, its appli-
cation may pass and leave no trace We, too, must take
this nsk We may offer children as their sustenance
the I/ysander of Plutarch, an object lesson, we think,
shewing what a statesman or a citizen should avoid:
but, who knows, the child may take to I/ysander and
think his * cute' ways estimable! Again, we take the
nsk, as did our tad in that puzzling parable of the Unjust
Steward One other caution, it seems to be necessary
to present ideas with a great deal of padding, as they
reach us in a novel or poem or history book written with
literary power A child cannot in mind or oody live
upon tabloids however scientifically prepared; out of a
whole big book he may not get more than half a dozen
of those ideas upon which his spirit thrives, and they